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ABSTRACT

This study explores the real challenges of e-learning the Palestinian college
learners have already encountered while they are having their classes
online during and post COVID-19 pandemic. It aims to quantify these
pedagogical emerging challenges<acknowledge the strategic plans the
students have already developed to face these challengesc<and finally
qualify the consequences of e-learning on both autonomy and mastery of
learning. The study fits into an interdisciplinary field of studies integrating
human«social<educational<and technical aspects of learning. It also deals
with the interface between theories and modes of learning and methods of
teaching. The study applies a qualitative research method through which
the fully structured interview is utilized as an instrument. Data is collected
from different categories of learners doing their under- and graduate studies
at different faculties and programs at Palestine Ahliya University. The data
collected is approached critically and analytically from an insider’s
perspective in order to unearth the real challenges¢prospectscand
conclusions of applying an electronic mode of learning on Palestine
advanced students during emergencies. It has been found that the real
challenges of e-learning are categorized into pedagogical<technical<and
ethical ones. Pedagogically<techniques of meaning negotiation«tactics of
collaborationsmechanisms of teamwork<«and steps of problem solving are
all among the shortcomings of e-learning. They are quite poor in the

electronic mood -if compared to the outcomings of the traditional one. It



has also been found that the e-learning mode is superior in achieving both
notions of autonomous and mastery learning. Consequently«it has been
suggested that the electronic platform used at PAU should be exploited
properly to add certain activities and resources that can scaffold learners’

self-sufficiency and proficiency.

Keywords: e-Learning<Autonomous Learning<Mastery
Learning«Collaboration« Teamwork¢« Negotiation of Meaning<Problem

Solving
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The Use of Blended Learning Approach In EFL Education:

Learners’ Attitudes towards Barriers and Needs in the Palestinian Context
Author: Aida Bakeer/ Al Quds Open University

Abstract

The present study examines the most common challenges and needs that learners
of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) face through blended learning after the
pandemic of COVID-19. We compare learners’ barriers and needs with regard to
their gender and place of residence. In addition, it investigates-learners' attitudes
as related to barriers and needs for effective blended learning. The sample
consisted of 280 students in HEIs. The researcher used a five—point Likert
questionnaire for research questions, and SPSS was used to examine the data.
Generally, the level of barriers to EFL learning was moderate while the level of
needs was high. Gender or place of residence were not statistically significant in
the variables to use learning effectively and the needs of blended learning
learners. Results show that using blended learning had a positive impact on
students’ attitudes toward using this approach as it provided continuity of the
learning process. In addition, there was a statistical relationship between needs to
integrate blended learning effectively in education. Moreover, a statistical
correlation between challenges, needs and attitudes towards technology and

online learning was discovered.

Key words: Barriers; blended learning, integration, e resources, EFL needs;

online learning.
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Using an Interactive Whiteboard to Improve EFL Learners’ English

Speaking Skills
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